“The plan really is to see
how far we can take it.”

BACK FOR
BUSINESS

JONATHAN MAY

Hypergoat Coffee

onathan May set up his business
Hypergoat Coffee after returning from
Australia where he and his fiancé had

spent three years working in the Western
Australian city of Perth.

“Going to Australia was a trip for the
experience. We always wanted to come
home, and | always wanted to start my
own business here. We left in 2019 and got
home in mid-2022,” Jonathan says.

Jonathan, who is originally from Ballymun
in Dublin and now back living there, had
worked in various retail management roles
for Tesco and the Thomas Ennis Group
before going travelling.

On his return, he took on another retail
role before an opportunity came his way to
open his first coffee shop with his cousin,
Darren May, as a business partner.

“We got offered a shipping container as
a premises, but it didn’t work out. Then
we got the opportunity of a premises on
Thomas Street, and we haven’t looked back
since,” he says.

Jonathan’s cousin still works for Hypergoat
but Jonathan is now the sole owner.
“Darren was a great help in getting
Hypergoat up and running and still
contributes immensely to our continued

growth and success,” Jonathan says.

Hypergoat now has branches at two further
locations. “l always intended to have more
than one. | probably should have gone
about it a bit more slowly, because it’s
been difficult to manage multiple sites, but
they’re up and running now,” he says.

“Our standout moment was getting our
second store open. It’s the biggest premises
and it’s in a prominent location beside the
Clarence Hotel on Wellington Quay. It really
got our name out there a bit more.”

In all, less than 12 months elapsed between
opening the first store on Thomas Street,
the second one on Wellington Quay and
the third one in Swords. He employs eight
staff across the three locations.

In his previousroles, Jonathan had managed
Insomnia coffee shops that were part of the
Spar chain he worked for, but, ironically, he
was never a fan of the beverage. “I always
loved the smell of it, but | never actually
liked the taste of it. When | came home |
wanted to open a retail store, but coffee is
where the opportunity was,” he says.

Jonathan says the initial adjustment to
being back in Ireland was quite tough as
the couple sorted out work and a place to
live, but they are now delighted to be back.
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“It’'s amazing seeing your family and friends
every day that you were only seeing every
now and again on video or messaging,”
he says.

As an entrepreneur, Jonathan quickly
learned that owning a business is quite
different to managing one. “It was definitely
more challenging than | thought it would be
but I’'m learning as | go along,” he says.

Jonathan was initially apprehensive about
what to expect in terms of the business
experience of the other participants on
the Back for Business programme, but he
found that their businesses were at similar
stages of development to his, and that
put his mind at ease. “It was a great mix
of different people from different sectors
facing different but similar challenges all
helping each other out,” he says.

At the time of writing, Jonathan was
setting up a prep kitchen at his Wellington
Quay premises allowing Hypergoat to have
its own range of wraps, sandwiches and
overnight oats, thereby reducing costs and
waste for the business.

“After that, the plan really is to see how
far we can take it. Basically, we've been
stretching ourselves to the max, and | want
to keep growing,” he says.

HYPER GOAT

POSITION
Owner/director

WHAT WE DO
Hypergoat Coffee operates a
chain of coffee shops in Dublin.

CONTACT US
61 Thomas Street,
The Liberties, Dublin 8

T: +353 85257 2522
E: mayjonathan9l@gmail.com
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